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Presented by Jane Mad®h.D. in Social Change
retired UMD Associate Professor
Departments of Psychology and Women's Studies

A celebration of the 9DAnniversary of the
League of Women Voters
Wednesday, March 24, 2010
12:00 Nooni 1:30 p.m.
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Questions- Roger Reinert
LaDonna Harris
Legislative Priorities

LWV Duluth Book Club
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Census

Chester Creek Café, Lunch available

More events to come to celebrate thé 8@niversary of LWV
Sponsored by League of Women Voters Duluth

SEEKING ALL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MEMBERS
YOUR LEAGUE NEEDS YOuU!!!

Comfort Systems Consensus Meeting
March 25, 2010
7:00 PM
Building for Women

Our Mission
a nonpartisan political

informed and active
participation of citizens in
government, works to increas
understanding of major publiq
policy issues, and influencesg
public policy through educatio
and advocacy.

The League of Women Voters

organization, encourages the
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Put your wisdom to the collective thinking of members of League of Wome
Voters Duluth. Discuss, find answers, and explore consensus on Duluth|C
fort Systems questions.

Study materials available atww.lwvmn.org/localleagues/duluth
or call Nancy, 21&24-3465, to arrange for a printed copy
of the study materials or with questions prior to March 25.

R Officers
(PResident Sally Munger
Secretary Bryce Nixon
Treasurer Zandy Zwiebel

Editor Julie Seidelmann
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Calendar CAFE

March _ Constitutional Amendment for Equality

3/3 C.A.F.E. Meetings

gg \Ii;)ard Meeting, 65?_|°_'°Mt On March 3, LWV members and friends will have two
omenos HESLOLYl  opportunities to learn about what is happening on the

3/11 LWV Book Club . .

3/13  Voter Service Workshop Mlnne_sota C.A.F.E. (Constitutional Amendment for

3/24 90th Anniversary program Equality)

325 Comfort Systemols
Barbra Peterson, Coalition Chair, will present:

April .

4/2 Board meeting, 6:30 PM Noon- 1 p.m. UMD Kirby Student Center

4/2  New Citizens Ceremony 2:30- 3:30 p.m. Chester Creek Cafe lower level

May

5/12 Annual Meeting FFI - contact Sally Munger 218280711
President 6s Col umn

LWV Duluth has been busy over the last month so| theWoman Todaynaga zi ne . I 61 1 I

thought | would share some of what has been going onnterviewees were. To see, chemkt the April/May issue|

On February 8, we were gponsors with Witness for
Peace, the UMD Multicultural Center and Resource Ce8ince we all know that the League of Women Voters
ter of the Americas of the very well attended and very imost noted for the excellent voter education we do, it
formative Latino Voices: Immigration in OUR Commu-important to continuously train people who are willing
nity forum. My great thanks to Gail Schoenfelder and do that work. If that is something that interests you,
Joyce Benson for working hard to make that partnershjgiease check elsewhere in the Voter for details regarg
happen. Hearing stories from local Latinos brought althe VVoter Service Workshopto be held oiMarch 13 in
the issues that these folks deal with in the Duluth area @ndPaul. Our very own Treasurer and LWVMN Voter
the dialogue that followed opened up possibilities of fuService Cechair, Zandy Zwiebel, has worked to put th
ther interaction. All in all, an excellent program. together and | hope many of our members will take p3
either in person or via computer. Zandy promises an
Public Relations Director Jen Julsrud arranged a Febriesg ngagi ng and i nformati v
11 meeting with Duluth News Tribune Editor Robin mo st out of your | ocal %
Washington and City Editor Georgia Swing (the personails on page 3)
who actually assigns stories). | very much appreciated
Board members Portia Johnson, Gail Schoenfelder, Bty t h  Mar ch bei ng Womenods
Kayes, Rosie Loeffler Kemp and Joyce Benson sharing ver yone to attend the W
information on what is coming up this year that we hopen March 24 with Professor Emeritus Jane Maddyof
the Duluth News Tribune will consider covering. ItemsUMD who will share her thoughtsghPo s s i bi |
mentioned included: the 9Gnniversary of LWV, theupWo mendés Lea@ad&hehipg a del
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coming Connecting Future Legislators with Civil Societynow this because | am taking a class from her in Uniyer-

Colombia and Brazil program which will bring probablysity for Seniors), who taught at UMD for over 40 years.

two women to the Duluth area in April, our connection Lunch will be available in the Chester Creek Café low
with Census 2010, a possible education roundtable orlevel. We will also celebrate the'®birthday of the
study of statewide education funding, the Tea, and the.eague of Women Voters. Party hats promised and p
Duluth infrastructure study. It was an excellent dialogudy a cake! | look forward to seeing everyone there.
with both sides learning from each other.

To focus on the LWV 9Danniversary, Jen also arranged Sally Munger
to get several League members interviewed for a piece in

er
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VOTER SERVICE WORKSHOP
Saturday March 13, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
LWV Minnesota Offices
550 Rice Street
St. Paul, MN 55103

"Wl LEAGUE OF

WOMEN VOTERS®

MINNESOTA EDUCATION FUND

O |

Calling all voter service chairs, local LWV Presidents, and members
who are interested in being part of local voter service activities!

The work shop is for anyone interested in voter service activities. Presidents and voter service chairs (if we have

right names) should have received an invitation and course agenda in the mail the first week in February.
There are two ways to attend: in Person or from your computer! All you need is broadband access. This wor
help Local Leagues (LL) get a jump start on planning and organization for the 2010 Election season. This wi

ksh
Il be

different program from our Forum/Moderator Training (two in May, two in August) and will address all areas of v

service committee work

The workshop will include: Registration Deadline i
« How to find a VS Chair, and/or How to work without one

« What tools and resources are available to VS at the LL level
o What are the LWV policies that apply to VS work

Friday, March 5, 2010

And much more! Questions? Please contact Allie Moen, amoen@Iwvmn.org-2245445
Geri Nelson & Zandy Zweibel, Voter Service CommitteedBairs

"Mark your calendar for Moderator Training to be held in Duluth on Saturday, May 15."

g

Latino Voices:
Immigration in OUR Community

On February 8Latino Voices: Immigration in
OUR Community came to Dulutithe format was

events were very well attended and the presentati
were well received! Latino Voices was a collabora

source Center of the Americas, the UMD Latina/
Chicano Student Association, Peace UCC, and
Witness for Peace.

The first event was held in the Technology Center
attracted over 50 people very diverse group in

terms of age, occupations, ethnicity and race. The
ond event was held on the UMD campus, attracting over 60 students, faculty and community people. Each
panelists are members of the Duluth community and are US citizens. Their presentations revealed instance
ing and profiling, resulting in isolation and stress. The audiences seemed very interested in learning more a
experiences of Latinos in our community. In the discussions that followed, community members showed co
sion, solidarity with the Latinos, and a readiness to take action. These programs have been an important fir

breaking down barriers within our community, building relationships, and mobilizing citizens for social justicqg.

Submitted by Lyn Clark Pegg

panel forums, one at noon and again at 4 pm. Both

{ tion between the League of Women Voters, the R¢
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The 12" Annual Citizens In Action Workshop

The 12" Annual Citizens In Action workshop was held on Saturday, January 30 at the Unitarian Universalist Con
tion of Duluth. Over 130 citizens from the Duluth area spent a day learning how to get more active in the commy
how to effect change at the local, regional, state and national level.

Participants attended workshops to learn new skills, gain much information about thep@nsaring organizations,
meet area elected leaders, and have the opportunity to network. We thank the following elected leaders for atte
State Representatives Bill Hilty, Tom Huntley, Roger Reinert, Mary Murphy; MN Senator Yvonne Prettner Solor
Don Ness; Duluth City Councilors Jim Stauber, Tony Cuneo, Sharla Gardner, Jeff Anderson, Patrick Boyle; St.
County Commi ssioners Steve O6Neil and Dennis Fink
member Gary Glass and Art Johnston; MN Senator Amy Klobuchar NE MN Regional staff: Jerry Fallos; MN Se
Franken NE MN Regional Staff: Dan Fanning. All area elected leaders were invited to attend.

Pl ease support the following businesses that help
Grape Vine Café, Olive Garden Italian Restaurant, PositiVe§ 8 . Bakery, Sarads Tabl
Whole Foods Community Gop

A special thanks to our 26 gponsoring organizations and our 2010 CIA Planning Committee: Sally Munger, Elis
Ol son, Jill Rogers, Julie Ob6Leary, Buddy Robinson
Doberstein, Julia Cheng, Dylan Savall, Bob Grytdahl, and Mary Streufert.

Submitted by Rosie Loefflakemp- Chair 2010 CIA planning Committee
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MN State Representative Frank Hornstein Opening speaker

energy issues. Hornstein is a veteran community organizer who
worked with Clean Water Action and the Alliance for Metropolitan S

recent years has reinvigorated

with his rousing Paul Wellstone speech and Bob Dylan song!

Recently retired Duluth City Councilor Greg
Gilbert. CIA Planning committee recognized
him for his 12 years of service and his com-
- gl ' ‘ mitment to citizen involvement. We thank
Area elected leaders having a great time at CIA Greg for always attending and being suppor-
tive of the CIA workshop.

Elected in 2002, Rep. Hornstein is serving the Minneapolis area iff his 4
term. Hornstein is a key leader on transit, regional growth and renewabl

ha
ta-

bility. He was founding director of Jewish Community Action, which in

t

social justice causes. He inspired CIA participants with stories about the
importance of getting involved. He also brought a smile to our faces
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Representative Roger Reinert
Answers to Legislative Roundtable Questions

Bonding bill help for Duluthds sanitary sewer oV
Revision of the Unallotment statute
« Balancing the state budget

1. What are your top three priorities for the 2010 legislative session?
[}
[ J

2. The state budget deficit is expected to overshadow the 2010 legislative session.
What do you support to address both the stesnh budget crisis as well as leterm structural budget issues?

Given that new revenue is impossible with the current Governor, the fight worth having in this session to is to be
the budget without gutting entire areas of state government (LGA, county aid, health care). In the long term, Mi
sotans must either decide that we want a drastically different quality of life in this state, or rally in support of new
revenues. | hope this conversation is a vigorous part of the fall election cycle, especially for Governor.

We also have selected some issues that are of particular concern to our members.
1. Affordable, accessible health care is a huge issue for many Minnesotans.
Where do you stand on the Minnesota Health PI&8R 182/HF135? Please explain your thinking.

| co-sponsored this bill in 2009 and continue to support the initiative. While health care reform will yet make pro
gress in DC, | think the MN Plan still has merit. The idea of creating a large public pool that helps broaden the r
and lower costs seems to remain the most realistic course of action.

2. We are currently in the environmental review process for the first proposed copper nickel mine in Minnesota \
half dozen more proposals expected and exploration underway throughout Northeastern Minnesota.

Do you believe this area can support the level of mining being promoted by supporters without adverse impacts
areaodos recreational resources and the economy t he\)

| 6m not a mining expert and dondét have an opinion
ing. However, | have serious concerns about whether the regional ecosystem can support sulfide mining. | hav
been, and remain, a proponent of Aprove it first.c

3. Duluth and many other cities in Minnesota have antiquated infrastructure which cause many unforeseen and
situations to occur (e.g. water main break which closed the Miller Hill Mall on December 15, 2009)

How can we best reinvest in infrastructure essential to our state and cities long term economic strength (utilities
roads, bridges), as well as infrastructure important to overall quality of life (libraries, parks, green spaces, bike p

For cities like Duluth with aging infrastructure this should not be an expense entirely born locally. If we want to |
a strong and vibrant Minnesota, we need to work together as a state to assist our older communities. Reinvesti
these communities now is necessary. In 50 years, the younger communities across the state will be in the sam
tion. However, given recent allotments, LGA is only a shell of the program designed during the Minnesota Miras
Under a new Governor, the program must be completely overhauled and made effective foCtwy.

4. The League of Women Voters US position on guns and firearms policy is as follows:

Protect the health and safety of citizens through limiting the accessibility and regulating the ownership of handg
and sentautomatic assault weapons, and support the allocation of resources to better regulate and monitor gun
dealers.

Will you support the gun show background check bill in this legislative session?

Yes.



Page 6

Duluth Voter

March 2010

Il n Cel ebration of W
A Tribute to LaDonna Harris, Native American Activi

LaDonna Harris, President of Ameri-
cans for Indian Opportunity, is a re-
markable statesman and national
leader who has enriched the lives of
thousands. She has devoted her life
building coalitions that create chang s
She has been a consistent and arde[~*
advocate on behalf of Tribal Americe

Harris began her public service as the wife of U.S. S¢
tor, Fred Harris. Her partnership with Senator Harris
made her a strong force in Congress where she was
first Senator's wife to testify before a Congressional ¢
mittee. She was instrumental in the return of the Taos
Blue Lake to the people of Taos Pueblo and to the M¢
nominee Tribe in regaining their federal recognition. H
guiding influence on both pieces of legislation led to
landmark laws that set a precedent that still guides In
policy today.

As a national leader, Harris has influenced the agend
the civil rights, feminist, environmental and world pea
movements. She was a founding member of Commot
Cause and the National Urban Coalition and is an arg
spokesperson against poverty and social injustice. As
advocate for women's rights, she was a founder of thg
tional Women's Political Caucus. In 1980, as the Vice
Presidential nominee on the Citizens Party ticket with
Barry Commoner, Harris firmly added environmental

sues to that and future presidential campaigns. Her in
ence now reaches to the international community to p
mote peace as well.

”

Her compassion, vision, and sense of justice has lent
deeper and richer understanding of the true meaning
public service. As the United Nations recognized the
1990's as the International Decade of Indigenous Peq
LaDonna Harris draws upon the rich and wise values
her Comanche tribal culture to serve her tribe, Indian
ple and all peoples.

Excerpt from Rhodes Educational Publications, 200!

League of Women Voters Web Sites

—

LWV Duluth: www.lwvmn.org/LocalLeagues/Dulutt
; LWVMN: www.lwvmn.org

LWVUS: www.lwv.org
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mnderstood that the Board will have opportunities to

eDC Voting Rights and CEDAW are perennial legislat

jand is committed to working for successful passage.

gie for Advocacy 2010.

D
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piHouse of Representatives urging members to oppos

Bubmitted by Sally Munger.
O_

me NLWYUSI2018 liegistatyve RViorities h

After a review of congressional action in 2009 and a
cussion of expected activity in 2010, the LWVUS Boar
of Directors has adopted the following Legislative Pgo
ties for 2010: Global Climate Change, Health Care
form, and Money in Elections (campaign finance re-
form). On the Legislative Watch List are: Arms Contr
DC Voting Rights,  Election Reform, Ethics and Lo
bying Reform, and UN Convention on the Eliminatiof
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW).

a_

This Watch List includes issues which need to be mc

eored for action opportunities in the 111th Congress. [it

dis-
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view the priorities throughout the year to make changes
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if the situation requires it. It should also be noted tha
priorities that the LWV has worked hard for in the pa

a tally of the member recommended items for advoc

see the Report on Member Recommended LWV Prigr

LWV Urges Representatives to Oppose Overturning
BPA Finding (NEW). The League sent a letter to the
Mtation from Representatives Moran and Pomeroy wh
would overturn the EPA's scientific finding that global
warming pollutants endanger public health and welfg

I nformation taken from

The Sisters
LWV Duluth Book Club

March 11
Building for Women
7:00- 8:30 PM

Booki The Nine by Jeffrey Toobin

For more information contact:
Sally Munger 728711
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League of Women Voters Duluth is participating in the Duluth CCC. The Complete Count Committee consists of
community and government leaders dedicated to building awareness of the 2010 Census. For more 2010 Censl

mation go to: MN LWV State of Democragyww.stateof democracymn.org or to www.2010census.gov

Contact Rosie LoeffleKemp or Sally Munger if you are interested in volunteer opportunities with local census

e Ve

From the Minnesota2010 Census Newsletter

Minnesota in dead heat to keep eight congressional seats

According to the Minnesota State Demographic Center based on population estimates from the U.S. Censu
Minnesota would just barely miss keeping its eight Congressional $hatS€ongressional reapportionment forec

5 B
ASt,

performed by State Demographer Tom Gillaspy, projects that Missouri would receive the last seat apportiongd,

Minnesota just missing by about 1,100 peoplene di f f erence i s | ess than o
amounts to 8% of all people undercounted in the 2000 cefi$esdifference between California, Texas, Missour
and Minnesota for the last three seats is about 2,200 people, which is well within the potential estimating err

GAO report highlights census impact on federal funding

The Government Accountability Office (GA@as recently releasedreport thatjuantifies the amourmf money tha
is allocated based on census informatidhe GAO reviewed the 10 largest federal assistance programs in 200
andfound that 84%, or $478.3 billion, were allocated based on decennial census related data.

States have travelling residents on their Census radar

This story details the efforts of what northern states like Minnesota are doing to make sure that their travellin
dents are counted within their state in the CerBus.state of Michigan estimates that it missed nearly 200,000
snowbirds in the 2000 census, contributing to the loss of a congressional seat and $2 billion in federal funds
decade.

Black leaders urge Census to change how it counts inmates

A coalition of African American leaders concerned about minorities being undercounted in the 2010 Census
for inmates at federal and state prisons to be tallied in their home communities instead of the towns where t
incarcerated Marc H. Morial, president of thdational Urban Leaguand chairman of a census advisory commit
noted that about 1.2 million of the nation's 40 million African Americans are in pridonal said, "What we have
in the prison population issue is a buntundercount.”In 2000, about 1.3 million people were overcounted, mos
because of duplicate counts of whites with multiple homes. In contrast, about 4.5 million people, mostly blag
Hispanic, were not counted.

Census likely to miss more kids under 5, study says
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According to a report released by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, children under 5 could be undercounted &t al

higher rate in 2010 than the 2000 Cen3ie report's author anticipates a higher percentage could be overlooK
during next year's census because of the increased number of children living in unusual housing situations &
growing number of racial and ethnic minorities, historically more difficult to cdun&.report states that census
workers should also target services currently used bytbardunt families such as Head Start and other govern
-supported programs.

Submitted by Rosie Loefflakemp
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